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ings of that gospel which brings life and immortality to light. 
Remember and pray for us that we may labor successfully for 
the promotion of our Master's cause in this heathen land. A few 
words to the little folks. Tell them we often think how happy 
they must be to have kind parents to take care of them, give 
them good food and clothes and books and send them to school 
where they can learn much that will be very useful to them. 
We have seen a great many Indian children who have no 
clothes and never have bread or anything very good to eat. 
They sometimes get a little meat but when they have no meat 
they eat roots, grass, seeds, crickets and a great many bad 
things. They are very poor children and know nothing about 
God. Dear children, is not your condition a happy one indeed ? 

Affectionately, 

MRS. SPALDING. 

Letter by James W. Nesmith to Friends in the East. 

Oregon City, Willamette Falls, O. T. 
27th June, 1845. 
My Dear Friends: — 

As Dr. White is on the eve of starting with a small party for 
the United States, I avail myself of the opportunity to return 
you my most sincere thanks for your long and affectionate 
letter bearing date 15th of March, 1844, which was gratefully 
received on the 5th of December of the same year. 

I have read it until it is completely and entirely worn out ; the 
fragments I have carefully deposited in my desk and frequently 
refer to them as the only reward for the innumerable and 
lengthy letters written by me for the last four or five years. 

I console myself with the hope that you may do better for 
the future. 

It was gratifying to me to hear that you were all in the 
enjoyment of health and prosperity for the continuation of 
which you have my best wishes. 
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Well Cozs Theophilus and Jane are married — this is no more 
than I expected to hear. 1 wish them all the joy imaginable 
together with a dozen pledges of affection. 

I suppose that I ma}' never expect to see a line from either 
of them again, as the objects which await their attention at 
present is of more interest than a wandering cousin. 

If Aunt Peggy, Sally, Harriet and Jessie had all formed 
similar connections, I suppose that I might have waited for a 
letter until the year nineteen hundred and a long time to come. 
As for David, he never would condescend to correspond with 
me, and Miss Margaret and Joseph 2 -* seem to partake of the 
same disposition. Uncle and Aunt would be excusable for not 
writing if they would only make the others do it. 

Harriet expresses a wish that I should bring her some 
curiosities when I return. I can only give her the assurance 
that I have a large quantity of them collected, but the period of 
my return depends very much upon circumstances. This likely 
leads you to make the injury of what I am about. You will 
laugh heartily at the answer ; however, you shall have it, since 
I am confident that your critical remarks will have but little 
tendency to lower the dignity of the Supreme Judge of Oregon. 

I am engaged in reading law and discharging the duties of 
the above mentioned office for which I receive a salary of five 
hundred dollars per year, besides all the fees for probate busi- 
ness, which swells the amount to about $600. 

I am well, doing well and well satisfied. I am sorry that 
I haVe not room to give you a history and description of our 
Government and laws, but I hope that you will not form an 
unfavorable opinion of it from the fact that you happen to 
be acquainted w r ith one of its most important officers. 

We have five organized counties, the Gov., Judge, Sheriff, 
Recorder, Attorney, Treasurer and Assessor are State officers 
and operate for the whole, and hold two courts in each county 
annually; the Justices form the inferior courts. We have a 
Legislature composed of thirteen members who have now just 
commenced their annual session at this place which is the seat 
of Government. 



24 Joseph G. Wilson, who came to Oregon in 1852, was elected to Congress in 
1872, and died July 2, 1873 — a cousin of Mr. Nesmith. 
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I was appointed to my present office in December last to 
fill the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of Dr. Babcock, 
who left for New York by water. I received the nomination 
of the Champoeg Convention and ran for the office at the 
election which took place on the first Tuesday of the present 
month at which I received the unanimous vote of the whole 
Territory happening to be on all tickets, two of which I send 
you enclosed which were printed for Champoeg County. They 
are the first tickets printed in Oregon. You should preserve 
them as curiosities. 

The question of adopting a constitution was before the people 
at the late election, but was rejected. All names marked thus X 
on the tickets were elected. Everything appears prosperous 
and flourishing in the colony. 

By the Brig Cowlitz from California via the Sandwich 
Islands, we have American and English papers up to the first 
of January, 1845, which informs us that Polk is elected 
and Texas annexed, also a revolution in California. The 
patriots will be reinforced from this place. 

Don't fail to write every opportunity ; you can send letters by 
the Hudson Bay Co.'s express by paying the postage to Mon- 
treal or Quebec, direct to Fort Vancouver, Columbia River. 

Dr. White, U. S. Sub. Ind. Agent west of the Rocky Moun- 
tains, will bear this letter to the States, as he goes through 
Cincinnati ; he may call on you. If he does, I know that you 
will receive him kindly for my sake. He is a most worthy 
man, indefatigable in the discharge of his duties, full of his 
urbanity and kindness, besides being my particular personal 
and political friend. 

Law books are scarce here. I sent last year to St. Louis for 
a few volumes, but have heard nothing from the agent since. 
We have a very good circulating library in town, but few books 
that are of much aid in the study of law. 

The Cowlitz brought President Tyler's message ; we are all 
waiting with great anxiety to see what Congress will do for 
Oregon. 
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Three more merchant Brigs are expected in daily ; one from 
New York, which left January last and will bring us a printing 
press, 25 the funds to pay for which was raised at this place by 
subscription. 

It affords me but little satisfaction to write to you, as I wish 
to say so many things, and have room for so few. If I could 
only be with you I could tell you more in half an hour than I 
could write in a week. I shall write you again in the latter 
part of this summer, which I will send to the Islands and over- 
land through Mexico. You will likely receive it as soon nearly 
as you do this. 

With great respect, I remain 

J. W. NESMITH. 

Letter from Sir George Simpson to Archibald McKinlay, 
1848, With Introductory Note. 

Editor of the Quarterly : 

Some question has always remained as to the personal rela- 
tion of Dr. John McLaughlin toward the accounts he opened 
so freely with the settlers in Oregon after their arrival in such 
destitute circumstances. The following letter written in June, 
1848, by Gov. George Simpson, then in charge of the Hudson's 
Bay Company's affairs in America, to Mr. Archibald McKinlay, 
the chief trader of the Company in charge of their store at 
Oregon City, throws some light upon that question. When 
writing this letter Gov. Simpson was at Norway House on 
Lake Winnipeg, where was usually held the annual council 
with his chief factors and traders and where he passed upon 
the reports from the various districts of the Company's terri- 
tory. The letter was brought to Mr. McKinlay by the express 
leaving Norway House after the council and crossing the 
Rocky Mts. by the Athabasca Pass and arriving at Fort Van- 
couver usually in October. 



25 The press upon which the Spectator was printed February 5, 1846 — the first 
newspaper west of the Rocky Mountains in American territory. 



